Trend router compass

hile circular weors can usually

be carried out using the

slangard equipmant
normally supplied with a router,
the radius of such work 15
restricted, and the main concepl
behind Trend's router compass is to
anable work of far larger size 1o be
undartaken. |n fact it's designed for radii
from 100mm up 1o B10mm which caters
tor the larpest dismeter which can be cul
fram a 1;.1:-|.|||:|.':|:'l man-made oo

The compass can be used for either full

circle working, or for arcs, as well as for
working on the edge of a camponent, o
an the suface away from the edge, and i
can also be used for imming the edge of
curved work which has been sawn close
1o its finshed praoble on o bandsaw

Features

The compass is made from Gmm clear
plastic. and has an overall length of
TE0mm. One end is drilled and
countersunk for pltachment to the base
of a router, and a slot doven the canlre

Securing the rouler compass
ta the base of the routar.
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allpwes alternative centres to be located al
any point along it One centre i pointed

the otheris a pin with a dameter ol 3mm,

anel a length of Gmm. The edges of the
alon are calibrated m meatnc and impoernl,
indicating the radius reguired For setling
aither af the two centros.

Which of the twa canties usacd will
dupr;nd largehy an the nure of the wark
remembenng thal both vall leave signs of
where they've been located, This may be in
[ warsle, if ool then a pece of somp
needs to be usad to pratect the workpiece
secured iy cramp, or double-sided hpe

In use

1 did find that. to be on the sale sde, |

had to apply pressura o the top of the
centres 1o ensure they woulkdn't slip out

Trimming a curved end. Mote the compass
point Hghitly elamped 10 the wood,

Here the
pin s
lncnied in
serap wood
heled 1o the
wiarkplecs
wrlthy
doubla-
stilisd tape.

ol placa. With that precaution taken, the
ompass gves very adequate suppart
and contral (o the router when mowving

poross thi woo |

Tested by
Gordon Warr

VERDICT

A device for the routing devotee,
which works well, providing steps
are taken to ensure the centre point
or pin remains where intended.
Price: £29.99 (- Vat)

Contact: Trend, Tel QBO0 487363, Fis
01825 23h579 =manl
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