Stuart Lawson
takes a look at a
lock jig from Trend

of painted timber doors, a poorly
cul lock plate recess doesn’'t matier
too much as any mistakes can e
hidden. For a timber door withoul
painl, howewen a poor wehnigue or a
lack of care will be evident every Lime it
i s,

Although | don's own either a ready-
nade lock or a inee jis i1 D were 1o haong a
Fesw dlowsrs al Bome, the pressures ol tiome
wourld  encourase  me 1o consider
purchasing one, 1 know that 1 can ol
them by hand but don’t feel the need Lo
prove it to mysellin e lew hoars of free
time [ et each week.

IN USE

The first Lunction of the jig is te provide a
template fguide) for catting the main
mortice Tor the lock bodw s second is o
provide a suide (different 1emplate) for
the lock plate recess. Further wemplates
will also give vou a guide For the Tatch
mortices that receive the fock bolts in the
door frame,

Adin router a 3tnom cuidebush and o
[ 25mm long, T2mme-diameter cotter s all
the additional kil vou seill need, prowided
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Cutting
the lock \
mortice with 1
a long cutter
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voLr rotiter Bas the capaciey lor a slmen 4
plange. Considering that enly 30% of thy
routers on Lhe market bave this depeh ol
(g, i s oot checking voun mackhine
[seforre yomgs sperad £22 on the Tong culier.
For shallower mortices a shorter length hie
will suffice.

Foar tlose ol s whodon't possess such a
capable nrachinge {1 Fradd 1o Bospiny 8 TY [or
e test) the otber optaon is touse ihe sanee

Carpenters are increasingly using this kind of jig for the simple reason that it
produces excellent results, quickly and with a minimum of fuss. The price
tag may put off many hobbyists but it cerlainly represents real value, if

you're time is money that is.

Of course it would be possible for many capable router users to make their
own jig, but the majority of professionals at least, don't have the time nor
the inclination when £60 can be priced into a job.

A well-made, good value work aid,
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Trend Lock
Jdig steck code: ........LOCK/JIG
Price (RRP):...£69.00 (inc VaAT)

Trend recommend that you
use their 30mm (GB30)
(£5.00) or 16mm (GB160)
{£7.35) guidebushes (info in
text) and either a long 12mm
diameter x 125mm cutter
(TR37X1/2TC) (£22.00), or
the shorter 12mm diameter x
70mm cutter (TR12X1/4TC)
(£16.00).

i ser-up bag with a smaller router and
shorter it This will lunctien in exacily the
same way altlieageh it wall be unable o cal
the full mortice depth, leaving vou o cul
the last 75mum { 3} or more with an auger
o a flat bit. This is a little more hassle bat
s1tll oueick andd easy.

Once all of the routing is complete you
will necd to square up the hinge recess
vorners using either a chisel on i vou want
to et fully Bnved ap, one of the dedicared
corner punches available from Trend.
Tilgear and other ool distribuators,

The jin connes supplicd swith 16 mortice
and feceplate temiplates and a laminated
atwl casy 1o read chart of different brands,
their stzes and relevant templates.

For further information,
contact: Trend Machinery and
Cutting Tools Ltd on 0800
487363 or contact their
website at
www.trendmachinery.co.uk
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