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Andy
Standing
trys out
the latest
wo new
dovetail
jigs from
Trend

Cutting dovelails can be
e consuming process, I

you are making a chest of

chraveers there are a ot of
[oints to cul, Professional
cabinctmakers, whao have
hael many vears of praclice,
can hand cut the joinls
surprisingly rapidby, howewer,
for the less experienced i
can be a demanding, and

frustrating process, A router

combined wilh a dovetail jig,

can groatly ease this process.
he joints produced may nol
be quile as elegant as handd
cul anes, but they are just as
stromg and guicker o make,
There is a wide variely of
dovelail jigs o chose from,
fram the simplest which can
cut only ore bvppe of joint
willy a fixed spacing, to the
more sophisticated and
intiniterly adjustable which
are considerably more
versalile, ||11}LI]:'|h ue.ua“*l.'

b8

Mg complex o use and
expensive o buv, The Trend
CIDIG00, and its smaller
stable-mate the CLJ200,
after both simplicity andd
versalility, and though they
Fatve their imitations they
can cut a variety of joints
without difficulty. They come
tram the Trend Craft range
and are aimed more al the
amateur user than the
professional.

In this test we are using the
COI600, which, as its name
SLISSCE]S SR Q0TI wiclale
workpieces up to G00mm
wide, The CDJ300 has hale
the capacity,

Design

Ihis tvpe of dovetail jig uses
a fixed metal 'comb' or
template which puides the
rouler using a ;;ui:h: lrush,
The normal problem with
this design is that it can he

very restrictive because the
il spacing is xed, soovou
mwst tailor vour timber o suit
the jig, rather than the othe
way roundd, However Trcil
alfer a selection of different

£L"r'|'|_:1|f|[q:5 to cul joimls o

Terplyte set e cut the tails

varving dimensions and
Iypres, The joints that can be
cul are as iollowws: bwo sizes
af lapped dovetail, two sizes
of box joint, dowel jaints and
e sizes o1 through dovetail,
The jig is supplicd with o
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wemplate to cul 12.7mm

Lappeed dovetails as standard,

Assembhbly

Thes jig is supplied oy kit
tarm aned mst e assormbled
refore use. Tirst the hody is
sereweetl 1o a work board
wivich allows it o he
securely clampedd 1o the
workbench for use, and
easily removed when not
neecled, 1t is then a matter of
attaching the clamping bars
and the vanous adjusting
screwvs and stops. This is all
(A |':: =_-'|r.;|.i5_'l|1l,."nr1,x-'.;|rtl aned
should cause no difficulty.

Setting up
This varies depending on
which remplate s fitted 1o
the jig. The test jig was
supplied with both the
stanckard lapped dovetail
template and also the
ool throwgh dovetail
template, For each template
vou need a particular
cultereuide bush
cenntnation, When cutling
Lapeprect demvertanls, lath
workpieces are ¢lamped into
the jig and machined at the
Sl |r."i'H"'. b [J:I:}' gz
cutter and puide bush are
needed, hovever with he
througsh dovetail emplate
ach part is machmed
R :-._l:‘:!u:L'|'g.' LIsine |:!'.|]‘Jt‘zn:=-il-|'h
sicdos ol he llZ'I!Il"II.'I[I:_'. S0 3
[xer of cutters and guicde
Lrushes are necdec

The supplied manual gives
[reCise instruclions as o
ey bey seel thee templates
correctly and how 1o 2olve
any prablems af e tight o

WIORE INFORMATION

Costs

CDJ300 £32.19
CRJEOD £140.94
Contact

Trend

Tel: 0800 487363
wiww.trendmachinery.
CO.UK
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The gompbeded joint

100 loose jomts. Bouter sel
upp 15 also critical. A fine
bieight acljuster must be useed,
as it s almoss i|‘|'||]1_11-:'=iLr[q' [
sed the cutler depth
accurately enoush without,

Technigue

Fear ranst routing jobs the hest
technicque 15 o take several
shallowy passes unlil vou
reacly vour desired depth of
cut, Howeever with this tvpe of

70

g the majonty o the cuts are
raele with the cutter plungod
to its dinal depth. S0 vou must
b very positive when
contralling the roulern Teed i
genlly but fiomly inlo the
workpioece, moving fom ledl
tex right. Make sure that it
chocs not o the template,
aned rever it up from the
tlenvetail lemplate, Always
slicle it oun, K the router
pumged at all tmses and allow

it by slop betore pulling it
clewen on the hench, IF vou
release the plunge mechanism
the: cutter may foul Lhe Hui:!r&
bush and cavse considerable
damage, The manual suppests
emakrey a router stand out of a
thick timber off-cut with a
lerner central hole borod e
take the guide hush and cunter
andd hold theny safely away
Iromm The benchtop and this is
gl advice

TEST

In use

Before altempting o wse the
fig, vour timber must be
|I-I.‘I"E.'|.".‘l:[|':.-' [:-l'L'F'r.'lrt"d, Cracls
must e square, sides
prarallel aned thickness
unifarm. Any inaccuracies
here will mar the joint,
Initial set up is Qairky ficdiy.
The router must be fited
with guide bush and culte
anct st to a precise deplh.
The tomplate must be (itted
tea the jig and adjusted, and
the timber is then clamped
in place with the rather
sloww clamping knobs.
Betore tackiing your
workpiece, it is always
wonrth culling a trial joint in
an ofl-cul, Onee the sel-up
is complete, the jomts can
actually be cut with
remarkable spead,

_VERDICT|

This is certainly a
well made and
efficient jig. It fits
together easily, feels
solid and produces
an accurate result.
The range of additional
termplates also give it
good versatility. Of the
two jigs the CDJE00
is the better buy, not
simply because it can
handle larger
workpieces, but
because it has
adjustable side stops,
making it far easier to
centralise your joints.
My only minar crticism
i5 the clamping knobs,
which are rather small
and slow o use, Some
kind of cam lever
would greatly improve
things. though would
also, no doubt,
increase the price.
Overall these are
good quality jigs that
should provide years
of useful service.
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